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QUENTIN YOUNG: “‘THE
CONSCIENCE FOR THE COUNTRY"”
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Thursday, December 13, 2001

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, some of
my colleagues have had the privilege of get-
ting to know Dr. Quentin Young, a revered
Chicago institution known for his unremitting
commitment to health care, economic and so-
cial justice. Some of us know him because of
his dedication to universal health care, under
the banner he coined of “Everybody in, no-
body out.” Some of us know him because of
his leadership in protecting public health.
Some of us know him because of his dedica-
tion to ending discrimination and bigotry. | also
known him because he is a trusted friend and
my personal physician.

Dr. Young brought his years of activism,
dedication, and enthusiasm to the House last
spring, when he testified at the inaugural
meeting of the House Universal Health Care
Task Force. | share his lifelong goal of uni-
versal health care for all and agree that he is
the “conscience of the country” on this issue.

Dr. Young’s remarkable spirit and career are
described in a December 9, 2001 article in the
Chicago Tribune. It is entitled “The Patient
Doctor,” and chronicles the story of a remark-
able individual who fights every day to im-
prove people’s lives and our nation, and | urge
my colleagues to read the entire article, but |
want to provide a brief sampling of Dr.
Young’s extraordinary.

Young was barely launched on his medical
center in the early 1950s when he became a
leading advocate—and one of the few
whites—in the fight to end the discrimina-
tory attitudes and practices at Chicago-area
hospitals that led to minority physicians’
being denied practice privileges at all but
Cook County Hospital. In 1964, he co-founded
the Medical Committee for Human Rights, a
group of progressive physicians who provided
medical care at civil rights marches and sit-
ins and riots.

That role earned Young a prestigious posi-
tion in the civil rights movement: He was
Martin Luther King Jr.’s doctor when King
lived in Chicago in 1966. His committee affili-
ation also got Young subpoenaed to appear
before the House Un-American Activities
Committee in October 1968 to answer ques-
tions about his and the medical committee’s
role during the riots at the Democratic Na-
tional Convention in Chicago that year—an
experience friends say was a high point of
Young’s career because he believed he got
the best of verbal sparring with committee
members.

Young and the late Dr. Jorge Prieto,
former head of the Chicago Board of Health,
were the primary forces behind the move-
ment to establish neighborhood medical clin-
ics in the late ’60s. Their work led to the cur-
rent network of 32 medical clinics through-
out Cook County that will support the new
$500 million Cook County Hospital.

Even now, nearing his 80th year, Young
cannot keep still. ‘T am impulsively an ad-
vocate,” he says.

In addition to running an internal medi-
cine practice in his native Hyde Park—as he
has done since 1952—the indefatigable doctor
is medical commentator for National Public
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Radio on WBEZ-FM and helps direct two or-
ganizations he founded to advocate for na-
tional health care (often referred to by crit-
ics as socialized medicine): Physicians for a
National Health Program and the Health and
Medicine Policy Research Group.

Last summer, he and other health-care ac-
tivists marched for 15 days across 137 miles
of northern Illinois to drum up political sup-
port for the Bernardin Amendment to the
state constitution. Named for the late Car-
dinal Joseph Bernardin, who supported uni-
versal health care, the proposed amendment
would guarantee health insurance for every
Illinois resident.

Despite the long odds against any national
health-care reform in a closely divided Con-
gress, Young is optimistic about national
health insurance being enacted, even after
the war on terrorism put many domestic
issues on the back burner. ‘I think very em-
phatically that the complications of Sept. 11
create a much more urgent need for national
health insurance,” he says. ‘“‘Our current sys-
tem is imploding. Even with our straitened
circumstances economically, because of the
incredible administrative waste in the
present system, there’s still enough money
there to take care of everybody.”

Of course, being at the forefront of divisive
social and political issues can be risky, as
Young learned in 1954 when as a young doc-
tor he took a stand on an issue that cost him
his job.

On Jan. 17, 1954, 15-month-old Laura Lingo
was severely scalded when a vaporizer full of
melted menthol oil overturned on top of her
in her South Side home. The toddler’s moth-
er, Irene, rushed her to nearby Woodlawn
Hospital, which no longer exists. Irene Lingo
had little money and no hospital insurance.

After initial emergency treatment, offi-
cials at Woodlawn decided not to admit the
baby because of the mother’s inability to pay
and sent them to Cook County Hospital. The
baby died there the next day.

A coroner’s inquest found Woodlawn Hos-
pital negligent in the baby’s death. Young,
an attending physician at Woodlawn, was
among several Chicago doctors who signed a
letter published in one of the daily papers
condemning the practice of hospitals’ send-
ing poor patients to Cook County. Not long
after the letter was printed, Woodlawn re-
voked Young’s privileges, putting the young
physician and father out of work.

Neither that nor any other setback has
slowed Young down. He has been doing his
advocacy work, seeing patients in his Hyde
Park office and getting his various messages
out through press conferences, newspaper op-
ed pieces and, until recently, his weekly
radio show ‘“‘Public Affairs” on WBEZ. The
war on terrorism has given him new spins on
his causes, such as the recent anthrax-by-
mail cases, which he says underscored the
need to correct serious shortcomings in the
public-health system.

‘“We can end huge threats to human exist-
ence,” says Young, a former president of the
American Public Health Association, noting
that public-health campaigns were able to
defeat smallpox, polio and flu. ‘““‘And we can
help with our current problem if we make
our public health infrastructure really mus-
cular, by training more epidemiologists and
computerizing our 3,000 county, city and
state public health organizations.”’

Right or not, he will always be doing some-
thing, friends say. Dr. Ida Hellander, execu-
tive director of Physicians for a National
Health Program who has worked with Young
for 10 years, took a sabbatical last summer
to rest and study photography in Montana.
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Just before leaving, she turned to her boss
and mentor and asked him, partly out of
frustration: ““‘Quentin, don’t you ever think
about what it’d be like to live like regular
people—not be so aware of all the social in-
justice, all the suffering, all the great strug-
gles?”’

Young didn’t miss a beat: ““Yes, Ida,” he
responded. ‘I call it death.”
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Mr. SCHAFFER. Mr. Speaker, | respectfully
submit the following correspondence for the
RECORD.

DEAR SECRETARY RUMSFELD: We must con-
sider the likelihood China is preparing a
sneak attack upon the United States. The
flashpoint will be Taiwan. Holding immense
strategic value for the United States and
Japan, as well as China, the stakes will in-
volve more than Taiwan’s 23 million people
who have achieved a democratic form of gov-
ernment and freedom. They will involve the
leadership and security of the United States.

Contrary to the belief of many analysts
who think in terms of a Cold War balance of
power and who would view China as a threat
only as it increases its military power to a
level equal to the United States, China’s
strategic military planning distinctly calls
for seizing the initiative when facing a supe-
rior opponent such as the United States, tak-
ing advantage of special circumstances.

China plans to take full advantage of a sur-
prise attack like the Japanese attack at
Pearl Harbor. Its strategy is to conduct
lightning warfare, or blitzkrieg, using bal-
listic missiles and information warfare to
seize the initiative, letting the momentum
of its attacks overwhelm its opponent. Sur-
prise imparts immense tactical advantages,
and its value should not be discounted. For
six months after Pearl Harbor the Japanese
ruled the Pacific.

China’s ballistic missiles, which have
achieved an accuracy within 50 meters, give
it, contrary to a number of views, the ability
to launch a surgical strike deep behind lines,
attacking radar, communications, intel-
ligence, and air and naval bases with a high
degree of precision and confidence. U.S. bal-
listic missile defenses are non-existent ex-
cept for the short-range Patriot.

China’s information warfare capabilities,
including capabilities against satellites or
ASAT, will enable it to conduct strikes
against U.S. satellites, communications, and
computer networks. Its attacks on satellites
may use a variety of weapons, ranging from
high explosive and nuclear-generated elec-
tromagnetic pulse, to parasitic satellites,
high-energy lasers and jamming and cyber-
warfare against ground communication
links.

China’s strategy calls for dismantling the
U.S. Revolution in Military Affairs, which
relies heavily on satellites for intelligence,
communications, navigation, and weather
forecasting. China’s ASAT could disable the
effectiveness of U.S. forces in a sudden blow.
This blow would go beyond immediate repair
as satellites take years to build and launch
into space.

In January 2001 the Rumsfeld Space Com-
mission noted that, “U.S. Satellites are vul-
nerable to attacks in space and the govern-
ment must step up efforts to protect them




		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-06-30T10:40:17-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




